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FILM COMMENT:  
"If there was ever a contemporary film that illuminates why queer cinema still matters, this is it."	
!!
NEW YORK TIMES: 	

"Test has already been compared to Bill Sherwood’s 1986 film, Parting Glances, widely regarded 
as a landmark of gay cinema."	
!!
LA WEEKLY: 	

“Deeply rewarding, with a delightful feel for period detail.”	
!!
THE ADVOCATE: 	

“Beautifully observed, a hypnotic film.”	
!!
INDIEWIRE: 	

“The lithe Marlowe and his staggering cheekbones give a nuanced performance.” !!!!
SCREENINGS OF TEST IN BERLIN: !
Day    Time   Cinema 

Fri, Feb 7, 2014	
 	
 22:45	
	
 	
 CineStar3	


Thurs, Feb 13, 2014	
 22:30	
	
 	
 Cinemaxx 7 — Official Premiere	


Fri, Feb 14, 2014	
 	
 20:15	
	
 	
 CineStar 3	


Sat, Feb 15, 2014	
 	
 22:30	
	
 	
 Cubix 7 & 8	


!
!
PARTY FOR TEST IN BERLIN:	
!
Mon, Feb 10, 2014	

10:00 pm - open end	

Location: Südblock	

Admiralstraße 1-2, 10999 Berlin Kreuzberg	

(U-Metro/Bus: Kottbusser Tor) www.suedblock.org	
!



!!!
THE CAST	
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Sam	
 	
 	
 	
 Myles Thatcher	

Tyler	
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Writer/Director	
 	
 Chris Mason Johnson	

Producers	
 	
 	
 Chris Mason Johnson, Chris Martin	
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 Daniel Marks	

Original Music	
 	
 Ceiri Torjussen	

Choreography	
 	
 Sidra Bell	

Prod. Designer	
 	
 Rollin Hunt	

Costume Designer	
 	
 Kristen McCullough	

Music Supervisor	
 	
 Rick Clark	
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Editors	
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Logline	
!
Young Frankie faces a test of skill performing with a modern dance company in San 
Francisco, 1985, while offstage a different kind of test looms.	
!!
About the Story	
!
An astutely crafted drama set in the free-spirited San Francisco of 1985, TEST lovingly 
portrays this exciting and harrowing era as young Frankie (dancer Scott Marlowe in a 
breakout acting debut) confronts the challenges of being an understudy in a modern 
dance company where he’s taunted to “dance like a man!” Frankie embarks on a budding 
relationship with hunky Todd (Matthew Risch), a veteran dancer in the same company 
and the bad boy to Frankie’s naiveté.	
!
As Frankie and Todd’s friendship deepens, they navigate a world of risk — it’s the early 
years of the epidemic — but also a world of hope, humor, visual beauty and musical 
relief. The captivating dance sequences were especially choreographed for the film by 
acclaimed U.S. choreographer Sidra Bell. The film’s vibrant soundtrack includes work by 
80s icons Jimmy Somerville (Bronski Beat), Klaus Nomi, Romeo Void, Laurie Anderson, 
Martha & the Muffins, Cocteau Twins and Sylvester. 	
!!
Synopsis	
!
Frankie is the newest, skinniest and most mocked member of an up-and-coming modern 
dance company in San Francisco. The year is 1985.  As six muscular male dancers tumble 
their way through athletic choreography, Frankie stands on the sidelines, mirroring the 
movement and looking a little weak. The choreographer stops the music and yells at 
Frankie to “dance like a man!” On the sidelines, Todd watches. Todd is an established 
dancer in the same company and the bad boy to Frankie’s innocent. They’re friends - 
opposites attract.	
!
For Frankie, the city offers no relief from the bullying at work: a newspaper headline asks 
“Should Gays Be Quarantined?” while fresh graffiti screams “AIDS Faggot Die!” Frankie 
turns away and, with his bright yellow Walkman clipped to his belt, retreats into a music-
filled trance.	
!
When one of the male dancers is injured Frankie must perform in his place. It’s the 
classic test of skill and character, and Todd helps Frankie prepare. Outside of work, as 
Frankie and Todd’s friendship deepens, they each face a different kind of test: the newly-
named disease is spreading fast and no one seems to know anything about it, except 
who it targets. Together the friends navigate a world full of risk that is also, now and then, 
full of hope.	
 !



Filmmaker Comment	
!!!
A different perspective	
!
The mainstream ballet and modern dance world is built around an aesthetic of male-
female romantic tension, much like Hollywood. If a male dancer appears less than manly 
it threatens that aesthetic, and sissies are shunned. For young gay men like Frankie in 
TEST, this is a confusing and painful dynamic that overlaps with homophobia even if it’s 
not the same thing. 	
!
But for Frankie the picture is much bleaker than trouble at work. The darkest subtext of 
the early AIDS crisis conveyed a clear message: gay men deserve to be sick and deserve 
to die. Sissies weren’t just shunned, they were disposable.	
!
Against this backdrop of effeminaphobia at work and violent homophobic scapegoating 
outside of it, Frankie struggles to understand what’s happening around him and maybe to 
him. Even though he knows better, it all feels like a punishment. And when peers like 
roommate Tyler step back into the closet and pull the door closed, it’s hard to know 
what to do.	
!
Most of the depictions of the early AIDS crisis have focused on out gay men who are 
older (30 and up) than my protagonists Frankie and Todd are. These older, out men 
quickly formed support groups in the face of the epidemic, and some of their stories 
have been told. I felt the time was right for a different story: of very young, isolated, 
frightened men who were part of a closeted dance culture, and who suffered those early 
years in silence.	
!!!!
Sometimes it’s just a matter of chance	
!
In TEST there are three variations on the eponymous title: the blood test first available 
to the public in 1985; the professional test Frankie faces in his dance company; and the 
final one is hinted at in the last scene of the movie: the test of monogamy that defines 
the future of mainstream gay culture, for better and worse.	
!!! !!!!



!
About the Cast	
!!!

SCOTT MARLOWE “Frankie”	
!
Scott Marlowe has been creating and performing as a dancer with San Francisco-based 
modern dance company LEVYdance since 2005, and he is now an Artistic Associate 
there. His training began at Booker T.  Washington High School for the Performing and 
Visual Arts in Dallas, TX when he made an abrupt shift from competitive swimmer to 
dancer.  He continued his education at the University of Texas at Austin, where he 
received his B.A., studying and touring extensively with Holly Williams, a founding 
member of Mark Morris Dance Group.  TEST is Scott’s first work as an actor.	
!!
MATTHEW RISCH “Todd”	
!
Matthew Risch comes direct from Broadway where he starred in Jon Robin Baitz’s 
OTHER DESERT CITIES playing the role of  Trip Wyeth. Prior to that he starred as Joey 
Evans in the Broadway revival of PAL JOEY at Studio 54 alongside Stockard Channing,  
for which he received an Astaire Award nomination. He has also originated the role of 
Carlos in LEGALLY BLONDE the musical and was also featured in the long-running 
CHICAGO on Broadway. His TV/Film credits include SEX AND THE CITY 2, GOSSIP 
GIRL, BLUE BLOODS, and LIPSTICK JUNGLE. He currently has a recurring role on 
ABC’s SWITCHED AT BIRTH.	
!! !!!!!!!!!
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About the Filmmakers	
!!
CHRIS MASON JOHNSON - Writer, Director, Producer	
!
Chris Mason Johnson began his career as a dancer in ballet and modern companies 
throughout the U.S. and Europe, including the Frankfurt Ballet and White Oak Dance 
Project with Mikhail Baryshnikov. Since his transition to film he’s worked as Head of 
Development at Open City Films in New York; as Script Editor and Analyst for Miramax, 
Dimension, Disney,  ABC Family and Fine Line; and has taught screenwriting and film 
production at Rutgers University, Amherst College and California College of the Arts.  	
!
After making several short films that played at festivals nationwide, Chris co-wrote, 
directed and produced his first feature film, THE NEW TWENTY (2009), which won 
multiple festival awards and had a limited theatrical release to strong reviews ( “Sharp, 
intelligent writing. A stylish production.” The Hollywood Reporter). 	
!
Chris wrote, directed, produced and co-edited his second feature film, TEST (2013), 
which is set in the San Francisco modern dance world of 1985. TEST received grants 
from the Horizons Foundation and the San Francisco Film Society/Kenneth Rainin 
Foundation, won two Grand Jury Awards at Outfest 2013 — Outstanding Screenwriting 
and Outstanding U.S. Dramatic Feature — and received widespread critical acclaim (“If 
there was ever a contemporary film that illuminates why queer cinema still matters, this 
is it.” Film Comment). TEST is slated for a U.S. day-and-date (theatrical and VOD) release 
in June, 2014.	
!!!!
DANIEL MARKS - Director of Photography	
!
Daniel Marks received his masters degree in cinematography from the American Film 
Institute in June 2012. He is a graduate of Amherst College, where he pursued his love of 
cinematography by studying physics and photography. He wrote, shot, and directed the 
short film MILKED, which was selected to play the Queens International Film Festival 
and the New York City Downtown Shorts Film Festival. He has shot short films, music 
videos, and commercials including a viral advertisement for SONY and a commercial by 
AMERICAN HISTORY X director Tony Kaye. In addition to film, Daniel is passionate 
about music. He currently lives in Los Angeles.	
!!!!!!



!
CEIRI TORJUSSEN - Original Music	
!
Ceiri’s music was described by the Los Angeles Times as a “sudden bolt of creative 
lightning,” and he was hailed in a UK newspaper as one of the brightest British musical 
talents in recent history. Based in Los Angeles, his credits run the gamut of independent 
films, documentaries, network TV, animation and numerous large-budget studio films. 
Among Torjussen’s recent projects was the 2011 Slamdance, London Film Fest and HBO 
hit documentary, SUPERHEROES. He composed additional music for REPO MEN 
starring Jude Law and Forrest Whitaker, heart-thumping action music for blockbuster 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD, starring Bruce Willis and full orchestral action comedy music 
for SCARY MOVIE II.  He received a 2007 Daytime Emmy Nomination for Best Original 
Score for his work on the animated series DIVE OLLY DIVE.  Torjussen is also an 
accomplished composer of concert music.	
!!
SIDRA BELL - Original Choreography	
!
Sidra Bell, Artistic Director of SBDNY, is currently a Master Lecturer at University of the 
Arts (Philadelphia), was Adjunct Professor at Barnard College (Columbia University), and 
has a degree in history from Yale University and an MFA in Choreography from Purchase 
College Conservatory of Dance.  She has been awarded a 1st Place Award for 
Choreography by the 15th Internationales Solo Tanz Theater Festival in Stuttgart 
Germany (2011). Her critically acclaimed company and work has been seen through the 
United States and internationally in Denmark, France, Austria, Germany, China, Canada, 
Aruba, Korea, and Greece. She has received many commissions for new work from 
internationally renowned companies and institutions.   She is a sought after master 
teacher and has taught her unique approach to movement, improvisation, and technique 
at major institutions for dance and theater throughout Canada, Europe, South America, 
and the United States.


