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The story is set in a pagan Estonian 
village where werewolves, the plague, 
and the spirits roam. 

Estonian pagan and Christian 
mythologies come together in this 
film. Both mythologies look for a 
miracle; for an ancient force that 
gives one a soul.  

“November” is based on Estonian 
novel “Rehepapp” by Andrus 
Kivirähk (french title “Les Groseilles 
de Novembreis”), a bestseller of the 
last twenty years – a story with 
a cult following that every Estonian 
knows. 
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I was drawn to the book because 
of the animism, the belief that all 
things have a soul. Everything has 
a soul and this is the central theme 
of the film - selling one’s soul, living 
without a soul and longing for a soul.

The story mixes Estonian fairy tales 
with Christian mythology. 

Fairy tales have a fantastical 
enchantment of beauty and longing. 
There are ghosts and supernatural 
forces, and everything is possible. 
Mortal man is connected to a world 
greater than himself, which gives him 
infinite perspective and strength. 
Fairy tales are spun from the rites 
of dead religions, where the central 
image is one of judging a person’s 
soul in order to glean the person’s 
worth.

In this story Estonian fairy tales  have 
been taken apart and reconstructed 
so that the pragmatic and greedy 
motives, as well as the darker and 
uglier side of human nature of the 
characters are revealed. Far from 
being just a satire about stealing, the 
story touches something much more 
primordial. It is comical not for the 
stealing, itself, but for the explicitly 
numb and calm way that people 
steal. “November” is no museum 
folklore, it is a description of a black 
conscience and the love story in it 
is more of a soul yearning to escape 
from that kind of a material world.

Stylistically, it is like a careless, wide 
brush stroke that spills out over 
the edges a bit, full of dark comedy, 
romance, magic and horror.

I have a visual concept based on 
Estonian photographer Johannes 
Pääsuke’s farmer photographs from 
the beginning of the 20th century. 
The main, visual idea is to present 
the environment as documentary 
fact and avoid ethnographic 
embellishments. Ramshackle 

buildings, wet, muddy farmyards, 
low ceilings and dirt floors, with 
farm animals in the living quarters. 
Those photos show wretchedness of 
the farmers’ lived, and yet, the light 
in his photos somehow makes it all 
magical and unreal.

High contrast between dark and 
light, lucid streaks of light next to 
pitch-black darkness. The film’s fairy 
tale-like fantasy elements should be 
balanced with environments that are 
as realistic as possible and natural-
looking characters and costumes.



The film is a first ever 
co-production between Estonia, 
The Netherlands and Poland.  

Homeless Bob Production, a 
company bringing home the first 
ever Estonian Venice IFF Award 
with Veiko Õunpuu’s “Autumn 
Ball”, that was named the most 
important film in the last 100 
years of Estonian film history by 
critics and aficionadas, bringing 
awards at home and abroad. HBO 
has produced three films by Veiko 
Õunpuu that have had premieres 
at A-list festivals, been chosen 
as Estonian Academy Award 
submissions, been selected Film of 
the Year in Estonia and received a 
nomination for best art direction 
at the European Film Awards with 
“The Temptation of St. Tony”.

The Polish co-producer OPUS 
FILM is Poland’s leading companies 
that produces features and TV 
productions on a world scale. In 2015 
the Opus Film won the Oscar for the 
Best Foreign Language Film with 
“Ida” by Pavel Pavlikowski. 

PRPL, from the Netherlands, 
produces films with strong director 
signatures. Their latest, “The 
Paradise Suite” by Joost van Ginkel, 
was the official entry from The 
Netherland for the Academy Award 
Foreign Language Film in 2016.
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